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by che Grace of God, King of Sweden, 
Goths and Vandals &c. &c. &c. Heir of 
Norway, Duke of Schleswig Hollſtein 


&c. &. Make it Known, that whereas, from the 
beginning of Our Reign, We uninterruptedly have 
endeavoured to employ Our Royal power and au- 
thority to promote the advancement, ſtrength and 
wellfare of this Realm, as well as the improvement, 
ſafety and happineſs of Our loyal Subjects; and that, 
in order to n 5.4% this end, We have found, that the 
8 ſituation of the Country requires an unavoi- 

le amendment of the Fundamental Laws, adapted 
to the above mentioned ſalutary purpoſe, and there- 
fore, after the moſt exact and mature deliberation 
and reflection, We have drawn up a Form of Govern- 
ment, which the States of the Realm now aſſembled 
unanimouſly have received and ſworn to; which 
Form of Government ſo agreed to by the States, We 
graciously have been pleaſed, by theſe preſents, to 
approve and confirm, according to its litteral ſenſe, 
in the form and manner following. 


W e, theunderwritten Senators and States of the 
Y Kingdom of Sweden, Counts, Barons, Bi- 
ſhops, Knights and Nobility, Clergy , Chiefs of the 
Militia, Deputies of the Towns and Peatantry , hers 
aſembled in behalf of our ſelves and our fellow-ſub- 
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jets at home, make it Known, that whereas we. by 
a ſad experience have found, that under the name of 
the bleſſed Liberty, ſeveral of our Fellow · ſubjects 
have formed an Ariſtocracy, ſo much more intole- 
rable, as it hath been framed under licentiousneſs, 
fortified by ſelf-intereſt and ſeverities, and finally 
ſupported by foteign powers, to the detriment of 
the whole Society, and whiich hath brought us in the 
utmoſt inſecurity by the wrong interpretation of the 
Law, and at laſt might have ledthe Kingdom, our 
dear native Country, to the dreadful fate, which the 
Hiſtory of former times, and the example of our 
neighbours hath laid before us, had not the ſpirit of 
zealous Citizens, and their love to the country, ſup- 
ported by the zeal and atchievements of the High and 
Puiſant Prince and Lord, GUSTAVUS III. King of 
Sweden , Goths and Vandals, our moſt Gracious So- 
vereign, ſaved and drawn us out of it; ſo that we 
have turned our thoughts upon fortiſying our liberty 
in 4 manner, that jt may not be abuſed by a bold en- 
terpriſing Ruler, nor by ambitious, ſe}f- intereſted 
and treacherous citizens, or ſpiteful and haughty en- 


nemies, but that the old Kingdom of Sweden and 


Gothia for ever may be a free and independent Realm: 
therefore we have granted and confirmed, as we, by 
theſe preſents, declare and aſſert this Form of Go- 
vernment to be an uncharigeable and ſacred Funda- 
mental Law, which we for us and our poſterity , 
born and unborn, promiſe to obey and keep, after 
it's literal ſence, and deem thoſe to be enemies to us 
and the Kingdom, that would perſvade us to deviate 
there from: As it, word for word, here follows: 
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S. J. 

Unanimity in Religion and the true Divine wor- 
ſhip is the ſureſt baſis of a lawful, concordant and 
ſtable Government; and therefore the King and all 
the Officers and ſubjects of the Realm ſhall, hereafter 
as hitherto, firſt and foremoſt be addicted to the pure 
and evident word of God, as it is revealed in the 
Prophetical and Apoſtolick writings, explained in the 
Chriſtian Symbols, the Catechiſm of Luther and the 
unvaried Confeſſion of Augsburg, and confirmed by 
the Council of Upfala and the former Decrees and 
Declarations of the States, in order that the Right of 
the Church may be 3 but without any 


prejudice to the Rights of the King, of the Crown, 
or of the whole Swediſh people. 


4 
$. 2. 

The King is intitled to rule His Realm, as the 
Law of Sweden ſays, He and no other, to fortify, 
love and keep juſtice and truth; but forbid, aboliſh 
and deſtroy unrighteousneſs and injury; not to ruin 
any man as to his life and honour, body or wellfa- 
re, unleſs he be lawfully convicted and judged, nor 
to diſtrain or ſuffer to be diſtrain from any man his 
goods, moveable or unmoveable, without lawful 
trial and judgement, and to rule the Kingdom accor- 
ding to the Chapter of the Law conceraing the King's 
Prerogative, the Swediſh Law and this Form of 
Government. | 


6 9. 
The order of Succeſſion tho the Crown ſubſiſts 
interely as it is eſtabliſhed in the Act of Inheritance, 
ettled at Stockholm A:o D:ni 1743, in conformity 
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to the like Act of Wefteris, A:o D:ni 1544, and the 
Decree of Norrk6ping A:o D: ni 1604. 


$. 4 
Next to the Kin'gs Majeſty the greateſt reſpect 

hath been of old, and hall be an 4a paid * 
Senators of the Realm, and them the King alone 
creates and elects of native Swediſh Knighthood and 
Nobility, bound to his Majeſty by fidelity, loyalty 
and allegiance : and though they cannot be deter- 
mined to a fixtnumber, becauſe ſo many may be con- 
ſtituted, as the need and dignity of the Kingdom re- 
quires; yet they ordinarily ought to be ſcventeen, 
incluſive of the High Offices of the Realm, and the 
Lord - Lieutenant of Pomerania. The chief care of 
all theſe ſhall be to adviſe His Majeſty in all the im- 
portant affairs and concerns of the Kingdom, when- | 
ever it pleaſeth His Majeſty to conſult them; to as- 
ſert all Rights of the Realm, to adviſe all that is moſt 
advantageous, for Him and for the Kingdom, after 
the beſt of their judgement; to influence the States 
and the people to loyalty and willingneſs; to be ca- 
reful of the right, Majeſty, independency, advan- 
tage and flouriſhing ſtate of the King and the Realm: 
und thus, according to what the Decree of the Diet 
.of the year 1602 ſays, adviſe, as their duty de- 
mands, but not rule. For the reſt the Senators are 
bound to the King alone, and anſwerable to Him 
only for their counſels; yet the King cannot reproach 
or impute to them any bad ſucceſs, which may hap- 
pen againſt their ſuffrages, expectations, thoughts 
and opinions, formed upon good reaſons, eſpecially | 
if the execution of good counſels does not reach the 
pro- 
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propoſed aim, by the fault of him, to whom it was 
enjoined and commanded, to perform and executs 
them. 


$. 5. 

The King is intitled to govern and rule, fave 
and protect Towns and Countries, and all the Rights 
appertaining to Him and to the Crown, according to 
the Law and this Form of Government. 

3 

Whereas the Negotiations of Peace, Truces and 
Alliances , offenſive and defenſive, ſeldom bear the 
leaſt delay, and neceſlarily require the greateſt ſe- 
crecy, His Majeſty therefore conſults with the Sena- 
tors in thoſe im matters, and, having pon- 
dered and collected their ſuffrages, takes ſuch meaſures 
and expedients, as He Himſelf thinks to be the beſt 
and moſt uſeful for the Kingdom; yet if in thoſe im- 
portant matters the Senators ſhould prove unanimoue 
in an opinion, oppoſite to His Majeſty's, then His 


Majeſty yields to thier ſentiment; but if the advices 


ſhould prove different, then His Majeſty dicides and 
approves of that opinion, which He Himſelf thinks 
the beſt and moſt advantageous. 


If the King is a Foreigner, He may not go out 
of His Kingdom, without the knowledge and con- 
ſent of the States of the Realm; but if He is a native 
Swede, then He only needs to communicate His Re- 
ſolution to the Senate, and perceive its advice, in the 


manner ſet down in the foregoing 6. f. 


, 8. 
And that all o curring buſineſs may be perſor- 
med, by His Majeſty, with the more activity and or- 
A 4 | der, 
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der, the affairs are to be divided. between the Sena- 


gors, in the manner His Majeſty thinks moſt uſeful 


and proper; His Majeſty, as the Head of the King - 
dom, only being accountable to God and the Coun- 
try for His ruling it; and in all theſe affairs, when 


His Majeſty hath collected the ”m_ of the Senators, 


who are acquainted with thoſe matters, and called 
by His Majeſty to ponder them, His Majeſty hath 
the deciſive voice; yet herefrom ſhall be excepted 
all the juridical caſes, judged at the King's 2 
Courts martial, or any other of the Tribunals in the 
Ringdom, and which come in the laſi inſtance to 


| the final deciſion of the High Reviſion of Juſtice, 


which allways conſiſts of. Seven Senators, that have 
teen employed in juridical offices, and are reputed 
to be juſt and ſkilled in the Law, and where His Ma- 
jeſty Himſelf hereafter as before. is preſent, having 
there but two voices, and, when the opinions pro- 
ve even, the deciſive vote. 


It appertains to the E Majeſty alone to do 
Adts of Grace and give pardon, to reſtore Honour , 
life and goods, in all crimes, which are not evident- 
ly contrary to the holy word of God. 
> 
All the higher Offices, from Lieutenant- Colo- 
nel to Feld - Marſhal, both incluſive, and all their 
equals in the Eccleſiaſtical and Civil order, are in the 
King's Gift, in the fitting of the Senate, after the 
following wiſe: when a place is vacant, the Senators 
ought to take notice of the capacity nd merits of all 
perſons , that ſue for ſuch important places, and who 
may come into conſideration, and make report therof 
tO 
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to His Majeſty, and His Majeſty, having in the Se- 
nate indicated the perſon, who is come in His gracious 


” remembrance to be advenced to the ſame place , the 
Senators give their conſiderations thereupon in the 


Protocol , but without any farther votation. To all 
other employmeuts the Colleges, and other perſons 
concerned, propoſe to His Majeſty three perſons of 
the moſt ſkilled, worthieſt and beſt qualified for the 
vacant place that are to be foundz on which occaſion 
ſomebody or other of merit, beſides thoſe of the 
College, may be remembred, and all others, that 
ſeek for the preferment, and are competent, may 
be named. In the Regiments the propoſal to the 
yacant poſt is to be made according to the Statute of 
King CHaRLEs XII of the G:te Novembr. 1716. If, 
in the propoſing any man ſhould be found to be 
injured, and without reaſon neglected, the reſpective 
perſons concerned ſhall be accountable for it. Out of 
the ſolliciting perſons His Majeſty chuſeth him, that 
He thinks the moſt qualified. But all the other 
lower offices, of which the Colleges, Chapters, and 
Colonels of the Regiments, as well as other Bodies 
before the year 1680 have been uſed to dispoſe, may 
be now and Rereafter in their particular gift. Forei- 
gners, being Princes or other perſons, may not he- 
reafter be employed in the Commiſſions of the Crown, 
neither in the Civil nor Military ſtate, except in His 
Majeſty's Court, if they be not by eminent and great 
qualities able to do ſignal honour and notable ſervice 
to the Kingdom. To all theſe Places ability and ex- 


perience { hall only open the way, without any re- 
gard to favour or birth, when the are not accompa- 


nied with merit. The election of the Arch-Biſhop, 
A 5 Bi 
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Biſhops and Superintendants, ſhall proceed after the 
former cuſtom, and His Majeſty alone nominates 
one of the three, who are propoſed to Him, by the 
Perſons concerned; The preferment of the Paſtors of 
Pariſhes ſhall be intirely ing to the Form of 
Government of the year 1720, the other Statutes 
concerning theſe affairs enacted after that time 

11. 

The King alone . to ennoble thoſe, that 
by loyalty, virtue, valour, learning and experience 
have made themſelves vell deſerving of the Ring and 
the Country; but whereas there is a great multitude 
of Noblemen in Sweden, His Majeſty vouchſafes to 
reſtrain this number to-one hundred and fifty: and 
the Order of Nobles may not deny introduction te 
theſe 150 new Families: likewiſe the Nobility may 
not deny introduction to the Noblemen His Majeſty 


will create Counts or Barons, and who by great and 


eminent merits have deſerved it. 


CS. 12. 


All affairs, here above not excepted, are 
to be reported to His Majeſty in His Cabinet, or in 
one of the Diviſions of the Senate, when His Maje- 
ſty thinks it more proper, or if His Majeſty ſhould 
be pleaſed to adviſe with a greater number of Sena- 
tors; but in that caſe they ſhall allways be deemed 
to have been propoſed in the Cabinet. 

6 13. 

The Realm being large and the affairs many and 
of greater importance, than that the King alone can 
be able to examine and clear them all, He needs Of- 
ſicers and Governors to aſſiſt Him. 
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9. 14. 
For the diligent attendance, performance and 
expedition of the affairs, certain Colleges are conſti- 
tuted, who, like the arms of the body, extend their 
care to all that is to be done and executed in the King- 
dom. They have Right and Power, every one in 
their functions, in the name of the King and in what 
relates to their Charges and offce, to command the 
Officers under them, and to keep them, who are 
under their care and direction, to the performance 
of their duty, to demand account of their expeditions, 
and to give His Majeſty all neceſſary and deſired no- 
fice, as well of thoſe, as their own Buſineſs. 
I5. 

In the King's I. 4 which is the King's higheſt 
Court of Judicature, is to be one Preſident, who, by 
learning and ſkill in the Law, has made himſelf a 
qualified Judge, and has for his asſiſtants one Vice- 
Preſident, and the uſual Counſellors and Aſſeſſors of 
the King's Bench. Theſe high Tribunals, every one 
in their place, have inſpection and care, that Juſtice 
may be accountably and well adminiſtred, according 
to Law and eſtabliſhed ſtatutes, which, without 
misinterpreting, muſt be obſerved and kept in the 
judgements, after the true and litteral ſenſe; im ſo much 
that the Courts of King's Bench without profit, ſelf- 
intereſt or other conſiderations do juſtice to every bo- 
dy, as they ſhall be anſwerable before God and the 
King, leſt unrighteousneſs might ruin the Land and 
Kingdom. A Nobleman may never in arraignments of 
eapital cauſes be judged in any other Court, than 
that of the King's Bench, intirely as the Privileges 
and Statute relating to Law · ſuits of the year 1615 

| pre- 
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preſeribes and commands; yet the Trial may be ma- 
de in loco, and no other criminal caſes than thoſe 
touching life and honour be brought thither. It ap- 
pertains likewiſe to the King's Beach to have a nar- 


row inſpection over the inferior Judges in the Cities 


and Country, as well as Executors: and when any 
thing is done by them out of imprudence, blundering 
or avarice, they muſt immediately be ſued, judged 
and puniſhed, as the caſe requires; but if any of 


them ſhould be convicted of having wilfully, out 


of hatred, malignity, or ſor bribes, wrong'd the 
juſlice, and thus wounded his conſcience and dama- 
ed his fellow · ſubject on his life, honour and well- 
= ſuch a one ſhall not be puniſhed with fines or 
removal from his place, but with loſs of his life and 
honour, and according to the caſe, pay for his malice 
and mĩischievousneſs, intirely after the Swediſh Law. 
Nor may ſuch misdemeanours be huſh'd up or coun- 
tenanced by indulgence or unſeaſonable mercy, leſt 
in ſo grave matters, others may be induced to a li- 
centious abuſe of juſtice, when they perceive, that 
upon the offence, forfeiture and damage, due cen- 
ſure and welldeſerved puniſhment does not ſollow. 
On the contrary, they, who out of malice, raſhneſs 
and revenge fall upon the Judges and Executors of 
the Law, in the performance of their offices, with 
calumnious, ſlandering and injurious words and wri- 
tings, without being able fully to prove what they 
have charged them with, ſhall be immediately and 
ſeverely puniſh'd, as every particular caſe may re- 
quire; in order that inconſiderate, malicious and 
mischievous perſons may take warning thereat: but 
nobody, whoſoever he is, ſhall be for a long while 
kept 
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kept in priſon, without being put to a trial and judge. 
ment. And in order that need and diſtreſs may not 
give the judge an occaſion and pretence to abuſe his 
office, the Lawmans - Judge - and Seſſion + money, 
granted by the peaſantry to the maintainance of their 
Judges, ſhal! be kept untouched, and employ'd to 
its bo end, and the pay of the Judges, after the an- 
nual Liſt, exactly according to the Aſſurance of King 
GusTavus ADoLenvs of biesſed memory, in the year 
1611. The King's Attorneys and Sergeants at Law 
may not exerciſe their offices to the injury of others 
and promoting their own ſelf- intereſt: and if this 
fhould happen, they ſhall be accountable for it ac- 
cording to Law; of which the Chancellor of Juſtice 
ſhall have a narrow inſpection, whoſe incumbent 
duty it is likewiſe, to ſee how the Law and the 
ordinances are obeyd, and give an account 
thereof to His Majeſty. The abovementioned King's 
Benches ſhall, hereafter as hitherto, be three: the 
firſt at Stockholm, whereto appertains the whole 
Kingdom of Sweden properly ſo called in the old Law: 
the ſecond is all ways at Jonk6ping, whereto belongs 


the whole Kingdom of Gothia, and the third has its 
{eat at Abo to which the Great Dutchy of Finland reſorts. 


1 | 

All Commiſſions, Deputations widh Jurisdiction, 
or extraordinary Tribunals, either eſtabliſhed by the 
King or the States, ſhall be hereafter aboliſhed, as 
being the means to further Sovereignity or Tyranny ; 
and every Swediſh man ſhall enjoy the right, to be 
judged by that Court, to which he belongs, after the 
Law of Sweden: but if it ſhould happen, that any 
of ſo high a birth, or the Senators, or a whole Col- 


lege 
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lege ſhould prove guilty of ſo high crimes and mis- 
demeanours, that it concerns the King, the Realm, 


N 


or the Majeſty of the Crown, and that the criminal. 


not could be judged neither by the King's Bench, nor 
by the Senate, then a Tribunal of the Realm ſhall 
be conſtituted, where the King ſhall be preſent, or 
in His place the Prince Royal ſhall preſide, or the 
firſt of the Hereditary Princes, or the eldeſt Senator, 
and whoſe Members are to be all the Senators, the 
Feld-Marſhal, all the Preſidents of the Royal Colle- 
ges, four of the eldeſt Counſellors of the three King's 
Benches, one General, two of the eldeſt Lieutenant- 
Generals, two of the eldeſt Major-Generals, the el- 
deſt Admiral, the two eldeſt Vice- Admirals, the two 
eldeſt Rear- Admirals, the Chancellor of the Court, 
and the three Secretarjes of State; the Chancellor of 
Juſtice is allways Sollicitor , and the eldeſt Secretary 
of Reviſion ſhall keep the minutes. This Tribunal 
is intitled, the trial paſt, to publiſh the judgement 
with the doors open, and nobody may afterwards 


have power to alter it, and much leſs to make it mo- 


re ſevere: His Majeſty not deprived of His Prero- 
gative to pardon. | 


17. 

Next to the King's Benches follows the Military 
College, where now, as before, is to be a Preſident, 
the Maſter of Ordnance, the Quarter- Maſter Ge- 
neral and the wonted Counſellors of War, who 
muſt be well uſed to accounts, and are eſpecially to 
be taken out of thoſe, that are ſkilled in matters of 
war. This College has inſpection and care of the 
Land-Army in the Kingdom, the Artillery, uſed_both 
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Wm the field and in the Fortreſſes, the Body Fo | 
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3 hall take the oath of fidelity and allegiance to His 
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cation, Guns, Factories, Weapons, Ammunitions 
and what belongs thereunto, the condition of the 
Fortreſles, eſpecially at the Frontiers, Caſtles and 
Buildings for the War, the levying, enliſting and re- 
viewing of Soldiers, and fo further, according to the 
Inſtructions, Ordinances, and Royal Writs as are 
already or may hereafter be iſſued. 


§. IS. 
The whole Land- Army and Navy of the King- 
dom, with the high and low Commanders thereof, 


Majeſty, the Realm and the States, according to the 
eſtabliſhed Form. The Army of horſe and foot, as 
well as the Mariners continues, as it is appointed, ac- 
cording to the Sanction, called Indelinings- Werk, 
and is to be maintained by the Contracts, made with 
the Peaſantry and the Towns, which are to be nar- 
rowly performed, obeyd and kept, until His Maje- 
ſty with the States ſhall find it necesſary to alter them 
in any way. 
L. i. 

No Colonel, or any other of the Military Com- 
manders, may, without His Majeſty's own order, 
ſummon any home -ſent Troops, to aſſemble, ex- 
2 the uſual Rendeꝛ · Vous of the Regiments; un- 
leſs in caſe of an unexpected invaſion of the ennemies of 


the Kingdom, which ſhall then be inſtantly reported 


to His Majeſty; the Chief command belonging to 
Him alone over His whole Army and Navy, as it 
has allways been uſual in former and for the Country 
the moſt flouriſhing and happy times. 


Cd. 20. 
The third College of the Realm is the Board of 
2 * 
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17 Admiralty, wherein is to be a Preſident, and the 
17 Members are to be all the Admirals and Flag -Officert 
Ji preſent; but for the better managing of theſe affairs, 
1 is in His Majeſty's Council there {hall be at leaſt one 
1 Senator, who hath ſerv'd in the Navy, and is expe- 


1 rienced in the Marine. This College has the inſpe- 

f ction and care of the Navy of the Realm, whith all 
| 1 . things thereto belonging, as well the building of the 
ll | ſhips, their equiping and furniſhing with Guns, as 


1 | the victualling, the raiſing of the Mariners, the Com- 
1 pany of Divers, the Pilotry, and all other buſineſs 
1 thereto belonging, according to the Inſtructions, Ro- 
yal writs and ordinances, as are already or may here- 
after be iſſued. 

At. 


eee , 
Ibe fourth College is the Chancery of the Re- 
alm, where one of the Senators allways is Preſident 
having as Members one or more of the Senators, one 
Chancellor of the Court, the Secretaries of State aud 
the uſual Counſellors of Chancery. In this College 
all the Statutes, Ordinantes and Receſſes, concerning 
the Kingdom in general and the Privileges of particular, 
Towns and perſons, are framed and penned, eſpe- 
cially Commiſſions for places, edicts, writs and 
warrants; hereto belong likewiſe all the Records and 
Rolls of the Diets and other Aſſemblies, Alliances 
with foreign Powers, Treaties of with ene- 
mies, the due diſpatching of Envoys, all the Coun- 
ſels the King ordinarily takes from the Senators or of 
ſome of them, and the Records thereof; as well as 
all what is iſſued under His Majeſty's Name and Seal. 
This College has likewiſe the neceſſary care for the 
Poſt-Offices in the whole Kingdom and the edjacent 
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PMovidces, in order that they under the Inſpection of 
the Chief · Director may be duely adminiſtred. The 
Secretaries of State are to take particular care, that 
the Reſolutions a&ording to His Majeſty's deciſion 
and in conformity with the Records, may be ready 
& ſpeedily, dutly and in good order isfued,, without. 
the leaſt neglect, in what view ſoever it miglit be. 
Should any perſon prove ſo raſh,” as to isſue a War- 
rant, Ae. to His Majeſty's Deciſion, and there- 
with endeavour to ſurpriſe His Majeſty , (which, in 
ſuch a multitude of Expeditions , eaſily might happen) 
the ſame perſon ſhall after trial and lav ful judgement 
be remov*d from his place; and puniſhed as the cri- 
me deſerves. Nor ſhall therefore any warrant be he- 
reafter, more than hitherto , obey'd and executed, 
without due counterſignation; except in military affairs. 
This College is beſides to follow the ordinance of the 
Chancery, the Inſtructions, Writs and Royal Statutes, 
which are already or may hereafter be iſſued. 
= . £2. | 

His Majeſty Abies in the Senate, but with- 
dut voting, the Preſident of the Chancery, the Coun- 
ſellore of Chancery, that are Senators, the Chancellor 
of Court, the Chancellor of Juſtice, the Secretaries of 
State} the Counſellors of Chancery. as well as the Secre- 
taries of Expeditions, and chuſes them , to whom His 
Majeſty has His beſt truſt. In the ſame anner His Ma- 


* Euvoys to foreign Courts are to be conſtituted. 


The Fifth Colle oF $5 Realm is the College of 
the Chamber, whi ch has a Preſident and the uſual 
Counſellors of the Chamber. There all, who have 
was buſineſs with the income and expenſes of theKing 
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and the Crown, are to receive their orders and give 

their accounts, according to the Inſtructions, writs 

and Ordinances, hitherto iſſued, or which may here- 

after be enacted. - The care and endeavour of this 

College ſhall be to ſee, that the Rents.and Taxes be 

duely and ſeaſonably gathered and increaſed, the 

ground well cultivated and improv'd by a good tillage 

and husbandry, in order that the Regalia Fiſci may 

not be neglected, forfeited and purloined, but the ſub- 
ſtance of the Realm by all means amended, adapted 

to the expenſes, kept in order, and in due time receiv- 

ed, ſo that the Publick Credit may not be loſt, but 
that His Majeſty, in caſe of need can depend upon 

aid and aſſiſtance as well within the Kingdom as a- 

broad. The Great Cuſtom-houſe, with-its receipt and 

accounts, as well as the potty Land- Tolls and the 

Exciſe, appertaia likewiſe, under the inſpection of 
a Chief-Director, to the care of the College of the 

Chamber, where Commiſſions are to be given to the. 
reſpective Cuſtom- houſe- Officers and Gatherers, and 
due ſecurity for His Majeſty to be obſerved. 


6 24. 0 

In the 8 to be a Preſident and the 
uſual Commiſſioners of the Exchequer. Hereunto 
belongs the dispoſition and diſtribution of the Caſh 
of the Crown, and here likewiſe every one, that 
handles the King's Money, in due time ought to co- 
me in with their accounts, (Forſlag) according to what 
their Inſtructions ordain. The Eſtimates muſt alſo 
in due time every yearbe ſettled, and thereby the Eſta- 
bliſhment or Liſt of the year 1696 be the Baſis and 
rule, and care be taken, that the Officers may be pay d. 
out of the incomes and Coffers. of the Crown, But 
: the 
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the afore ſayd Liſt may not be exceeded or augment- 
ed, ſhould not the unavoidable ſervice and intereſt 
of the King and the Kingdom require it. In the Liſt 
ſhall not only ſubſiſt the determined Sum for His Ma- 
jeſty's privy purſe, which always is left to His Moje- 
ſty's particular will and dispoſition, but alſo a Sum 
annually to be appropriated to extraurdinary isſucs, 
and managed kr 4 His Majeſty's underwritten and 
duely counterſigned order: the whole according to 


the Inſtructions, Writs and Ordinances as are already 
or may hereafter be enacted. | 


| r 

His Majeſty denominates in the Senate, but 
without voting, the Preſident and the Commiſſion- 
ers of the Exchequer, out of ſuch perſons, as by 


7 faithfulneſs and ſkill in this intereſting matter have 
proved themſelves worthy of His Majeſty's truſt. 


Sg. 26. 
The College of the Mines ſhall likewiſe have a 
Preſident and the uſual Counſellors and Aſſeſſors, all 


7 ſuch perſons, who by learning and experience have 
made themſelves qualified to offices of Judicature , 


and alſo have acquired a ſolid knowledge in Metallur- 
gick matters, and all the Sciences thereto belonging. 


| This College has Inſpection and care of all what con- 


cerns the riſe. and improvement of the Mines and 


o 


| 


' 
. 
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6. 27. 
The College of Commerce has alſo a Preſident, 


| the uſual Counſellors, Aſſeſſors and Commiſſioners , 
Who have a conſumate knowledge in the matters of 


Commerce and Trade. It is the incumbent duty of 
this College to take care, that the Commerce may 
| B 2 proſper 
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2 and encreaſe, that the Manufactures may he 


upported, the work-houſes well regulated and niain- | 


tained, and Duty (Licent) Portory, Cuſtom-ordinan- 
ces and Taxes obſerved; over & above what Inſtru- 


ions, Writs and Statutes as are at preſent, preſcri- | 


be, or hereafter ſhall be ordained. 
§. 28. 

The Reviſion of the Chamber muſt likewiſe ha- 
ve a Preſident, who with the uſnal Members takes ca- 
re, not only that all juridical affairs. there depend- 
ing, may be lawfully judged, and executed by the 
Sergeants at Law, but allo that the annual accounts 
of the Crown, without any delay, from that very 
time they are ſent to the Royal College of the Cham- 
ber, and the Reviſion of the Chamber takes notice 
thereof, may be ſurvey'd, explained, elaborated 
and finally decided; all according to the Inſtructions, 
Writs, and Ordinances, which are already or may 
hereaſter be iſſued. 

3 
The Lord High Steward of the Realm is one 


of the Senators, in whoſe Inſpection His Majeſty's 


Court, Pallace and Houshold are, and who rules, 


keeps and takes care of His Table and ſervants of the 


Court, with all what thereto belongs. 


S. 30 


His Majeſty's Court and Houshold is to be at 


His own peculiar Diſpoſition; His Majeſty alone 
being able to alter, change and reforme whatever 


He ſhould find neceſſary. 


. FI. 
The Grand Ge vernor (Ofver- Stithillare) of 


Stockholm „the Capita n-Lieutenant, Lieutenant and 


Quar- | 
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Quarter - Maſter of the Life - Gard - men, the Colonel 
and Lieutenant-Colonel of the Foot-Gard, and alſo 
the Colonel of the Horſe- Gard, the Colonel of the 
Life-Dragoons, the Colonel and Lieutenant - Colonel 
of the Artillery, the General-Adjutants and the Com- 
mendants of the Frontier- Towns are all Charges of 
traſt, which His Majeſty grants or recalls in ſitting 
Senate, yet without voting. 
S. 32. 

All tlie Colleges are bound to asſiſt each other in 
all what can be conducive to the good and emolu- 
ment of the King and the Kingdom, Whenever it 
ſhall be required and neceſſary: yet one College muſt 
not incroach or do any hinderance and prejudice to 
the other; but each attend to its buſineſs with due 
activity, care, ſedulity, faith and prudence. The 
Preſidents, when they are preſent in their Colleges, 
enjoy their due power and authority; but when they 
are abſent in the King's or their own private affairs; 
although they then keep the Title and honour due to 
their quality, yet they can not order, dispoſe and 
command. any thing, that belongs to the charge of 
Preſidents, till they ſhall return and be ſeated in their 
regular function. During their abſence, the eldeſt 
Member of the College performs, with equai right, 
authority and effect,” all what is adherent to the 
charge. The Colleges are accountable to the King 
for their behaviour, when He requires, and {hall an- 
ſwer no body but Him alone for their adminiſtration, 

L. 33. 

The Regency of the Provinces is eſtabliſhed in 
certain Governments, juſt as they now are conſtitut- 
ed; ſo that there never for the future ſhall be any 
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General- Governor in this Realm, if not on a ve 
peculiar emergency; and then for a ſhort time: alſo 
ſhall there no appanage, Province or Government 
be beſtowed; but the Provinces ſhall be divided in 
the ſame Governments they now, according to the 
Form of Regency de Anno 1720, actually are. 


I & 
The Prince Heir apparent to the Crown af Swed- 


en, and alſo the Princes of the Royal Swediſh Blood, 
can not have any appanage or General - Government, 
but muſt depend upon ſuch annual allowance, that 
can be allotted them from the Exchequer, which mo- 
ney for the Hereditary Princes muſt not be leſs than 
one hundred thouſand Dollars S:mt, from the day 
they ſhall be declared of age, whith is at 21 years. 


The Princes of the Swediſh blood, who are more 


diſtant from the crown, ſhall have ſuch an annual 
Penſion for their maintainance, as can be convenient 
and ſutable to their birth. Yet they can bediſtinguiſh- 
ed with the Titles of Dutchies, as in old times 
has been in faſhion; but without any right to thoſe 

rovinces, whoſe name they bear, which always 
hall be incorporated under one Head and Ruler, 
without diminution or ſeparation. 


Concerning the ſuſtenance of the Prince Royal, 
who always is the reigning King His eldeſt Son or 
Grand- Son, in a direct deſcendipg line, it muſt be 
beſtowed in the ſame manner, as eſtabliſhed for the 
late King Anorrnvs FrieEprRICHUs His Son's, our 
now reigning moſt Gracious King's GUSTAVYUS'S 
the III. annual maintainance, And when he is come 
0 


2 92 ( &S 23 
ro the age of e ghteen years, he ſhall be admitted 


into the Council of the King. / 


i 8 - 

No Prince of the 13 h Blood, although he 
may be Prince Royal or Hereditary Prince, or of a 
more diſtant line, may marry, without the King's 
knowledge and conſent. In the caſe any one ſhould 
contravene, he ſhall be judged after the Swediſh 
law, and the children be diſinherited. 


§. 37. 

The King being ſick or abſent upon a long jour- 
ney, then the Regency is to be adminiſtred by thoſe 
of the Senate, whom the King has denominated for 
that purpoſe: but if the King ſhould fall ſick ſo ſud- 
denly, that He can not give any orders how the af- 
fairs of the Realm ſhould be managed, then all the 
warrants and decrees are to be ſigned by the four el- 
deſt Senators and the Preſident of the Chancery; theſe 
five together are to exerciſe the Royal power in all 
affairs, that require a quick dispatch; but they are 
not intitled to denomination of employments, nor to 
conclude alliances, before the King being ſo reſtored 
to health, that He himſelf can take in hands the af- 
fairs of Government; and then theſe ſhall be acconnt- 
able to the King how buſineſs has been dispatched. 
But if the King dies, and the Prince Royal is under 
age, then the Government of the Realm is to be ad- 
miniſtred in the manner above mentioned, unleſs 
that the late King had made any Teſtamentary dispoſi- 
tion; in which caſe it ſhall be according to the King's 
faid Teſtament. 


B 4 8. 28. 
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The States of the Realm muſt not ſail to eonve- 
ne, when called by the King, on time and place in- 
dicated, there to conſult with His Majeſty on ſach 
affairs, whereabout His Majeſty deſires their meet- 
ing. No body elſe, but the King alone, ſhall bave 
the power to call the States to a publick Diet; except 
in the minority of the King; then the Tutors exerci- 
ſe this power. But if the crown ſhould happen to 
be vacant, by the extinction of the whole Roya! Fa- 
ily on the male ſide, (for which fad event the Gra- 
ci>us God beware!) then the States of the Kingdom 
dre bound, without any convocation, on the 30:th 
day aſter the Death of the King, of themſelves to 
meet at Stockholm, according to our Act of Conven- 
ton, de dato Junii 23, 17433 which Act alſo expreſs- 
the penalty on whoſoever in that caſe ſhould en- 
d:avour with practices and Conſpiracies to ineroach 
non the {ree election of the States. In that unhappy 
event it is incumbent on the Wardens of the Houſs 
f Nobles, the Chapter of Upſala and the Court of 
* lagiſtrate at Stockholm . 2 to publiſh it in 
?'l the Trovinces, for the knowledge of all who are 
0 -ncerned: and whereas the Provincial Governors 
then are obliged, each in his Territory, to make 
known the demiſe of the King to all the inhabitants; 
it is to be expected, that ſo many will be preſent be- 
ſore the appointed time, that they may be able to ſa- 

ve and defend the Liberty of the Country and a new 
Succeſſor to the Crown be choſen. 
39 

The States of the Kingdom are bound with 

j2'thful concern to leave intemerate all the Royal 


Pre- 
\ 
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prerogatives, after the Dictates of the SwediſhLaw, ſo 
that they ſhall be kept in their full vigour and ſtrength, 
in order that all what in ſuch manner appertains to 
the Royal authority ſhall be zealouſly and carefully 
maintained, defended and ſtrengthened; where- 
fore nothing of theſe Fundamental Laws is to be re- 
ſormed, augmented or diminiſh'd, without the con- 
cert and agreement of the King; on purpoſe that no 
unlawfulneſs might render invalid the enacted Law, 
or the Liberty of tho Subjects together with the King's 
Rights be invaded and ſubdued; but each be in pos- 
ſc;fion of his due rights and privileges: to that end 
all the Statutes from the year 1680, till this preſent 
time, which have been conſidered as fundamental 
Laws, in virtue of this ſhall be abrogated and rejected. 
Cd. 40. 

The King ſha!! have no power to make new 
Laws, without the knowledge and aſſent of the Stat- 
es, nor abrogate an old one, received formerly. 

a6. 

The States ſhall have - power to abrogate old 
laws, nor to make new ones, without the King's 
conſent and approbation. 


rs §. 42. 


te When a new Law is to be ſetled, the following 
$3 method ſhall be obſerved: If the States of the Realm 
e wiſh for a new Statute, then they are to conſult 
a- among themſelves, and after they are come to 8 

* ment, the project is to be preſented to His Majeſty 


by their four Speakers, for to perceive the King's 
ſentiment. His Majeſty thereupon aſks the ad- 
th vice of the Senate, and when He Himſelf has 
al 3 pondered it and fixed His Reſolution , He calls the 
e- a B 5 States. 
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States to publick meeting in the Great Hall (Riks-Sa- | 
len) and gives them in a ſhort Speech His conſent and 


reement. or elſe the reaſons for His refuſal. But if 


the King ſhould propoſe a new Law, He is at firſt | 


to communicate it to the Senate, and when the Se- 


nators have given their advice to the Protocoll, the | 


whole matter is to be delivered to the States, who, 


after having conſulted, and come to an agreement 


amongſt themſelves, aſk for a day to preſent their 
conſent, to His Majeſty in the Great Hall: But if it 
happens to be a refuſal, then they deliver their rea- 
ſons for it in writing , by _ four Speakers. 


8. 

If there ſhould be raiſed ſome new queſtion 
about the true meaning of the Law, as in former tim- 
es frequently has happened; then it ſhall be decid- 
ed in the ſame manner, as in the 42 C. here above 
is enacted. 

9. 44 

Although it always is an appertinence to the 
Crown, to coyn money, yet the States have reſerv- 
ed themſelves, when any raiſing or debaſing of 
the Standard or intrinſick value ſ hould be deſigned 
or undertaken, that ſuch a reformation' ſhall not eo- 
me to paſs, without their knowledge and agreement. 


3 

The King is to deſend and ſave the Country, 
particularly from foreign and hoſtile invaſion; but 
He cannot againſt the tenor of the Law, His Royal 
Oath and Asſurance leyy any aids for War, new Tax- 
es, enrolling of men or other duties, Without the 
knowledge of the States and their free will and con- 
ſcat: yet that unhappy caſe bans rack when the 
King- 
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Kingdom ſhould be attacked by an army; then His 


Majeſty has power to take ſuch meaſures for the ſe- 


curity of the Realm, as He ſhall judge convenient 


for the good of His Subjects, but as ſoon as the War 
is finiſhed, the States muſt be called, and the new 


taxes in behalf of the War quite aboliſhed. 


6. 46. 
The Aſſemblies of the States are not to ſubſiſt 


longer than at moſt three months: and in order to 


avoid that the country being aggrieved by the expen- 
ſes of long Diets, as has happened heretofore | the 


King is impowered after that time to disſolve the As- 
ſembly and ſend away the Deputies, each to his own 


home: and if in the like occaſion no new ſubſidies 


| were granted, the old ones then are to ſubſiſt. 


§. 47. 
The States are intitled to denominate and chuſe 


the perſons, who are to be ſeated in thoſe Commit- 
tees, with which theKing will pleaſe to conſult about 
ſuch buſineſs, as He deſigns ſhould be kept ſecret. 
Theſe Members are inveſted with all that right and 
authority wich appertains to the States themſelves: 
But all matters that can be publiſhed, ſhall be com- 


municated to the States, and imparted to their deli- 
7 beration. 


F, 48. 
The King has no power to wage War without 


the aſſent and agreement of the States. 


; 280; 
No other Minutes, but of ſuch affairs, that 


have beenunder the deliberation of the King with the 


States, can be required or delivered to them. 


$ 50. 


10 08 


% LY 


5. 10. | 
The State and Condition of the Exchequer Thall 
be luid open before the States oſ the Realm, in order 


to take cogniſance, that the publick money has becn 


ſpent to the good and wellfare of the country. 
bg §. FTI. 


If a member of the States, during the Diet or 
on his journey to or from the Diets, ſhould be injur- | 


ed and wronged with words and deeds, when he bas ma- 
de known, that he is in that quality and buſineſs, it 
ſhall be puniſhed as a breach of the King's peace. 
I, 
His Majeſty aſſures to maintain all the States of 


the Kingdom in their duly acquired old Privileges, | 
immunities, rights and liberties: And alſo, no new 


Privileges for any one of the States, without the 
knowledge, advice and conſent of all the ſour States, 
ſhall be g'ven or imparted. 

6. 48. 

To His Majeſty's Gracions care alone the Ger- 
man Provinces are left, that they may be governed 
according to the Laws of the Empire, and the tenor 
of the Treaty of Weſtphaly. 


74 


The Cities and Townes of the Kingdom are to | 
remain in their duly acquired Privileges and rights, 


which were granted and given them by former 


Kings: yet fn, that they are to be fitted and adapted 


to the circumſtances of the times, for the good and 
adyantage of the Common wealth. 


KD 
The Bank of the States is to remain hereafter as 
be:ore, under their guarantee and at their own dispo- 


ſition; 
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ſition; ſo chat it is to be adminiſtred according to the 
rules and ſtatutes allready enacted, or ſuch as the 
States will eſtabliſh for the future. 
0. * | | 

The Caſh of R belonging to the Army 
ſhall remain, according to the ordinances already 
confirmed, or ſuch as His Majeſty with His faithful 
military Commanders ind Deputies ſrom the Regi- 
ments, will agree to. 

3 

If this Law in any point ſhould be found obſcu- 
re, the li:teral contents muſt be obſerved, till the 
King and the States, in the manner expreſſed here- 
N F. §. 39 and 42, {hall agree upon the true 
enſe. 
All This, We now here aſſembled States, have 
jmdged nec eſſary for the regular Government of the 
Realm, Our Liberty and Security, to ratify and enact 
for us, our abſent fellow - ſubjects, our Poſterity , 
born and unborn. We Jeclare and proteſt hereby 
a ne, that we bear tlie greuteſt abhorrence to aKing's 
Deſpotick power ot the ſo called Sovereignity; deem- 
ing that our higheſt felicity, honour and advantage, 
to be and dwell free and ſelf· dependent, Law-giving, 
but Law-obſerving States, under the Sway of a King 
in power, but bound to the Law; Both of us ciel 
together and protected by the Law, who prelerves 
us and our dear Coney from the dangers, which 
are the fad eſſects of rer, licentiousneſo, Deſpo- 
tiſm and an Ariſtocr.ticl Government of many, to the 
detriment of the he %o-:1ety and to the grievance 
and diſtreſs of every {;5j2ct. We are ſo much ths 
more aſſured to have au orderly, lawful and happy 


Govern. 
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Government as His Majeſty has declared, that He will 
regard it as His greateſt honour, to be the firſt Citizen 
amongſt a free people; and we are hopeful, that the 
like ſentiments will be propagated in the Royal Fami- 
ly from Father to Son, alk | 
World. Therefore We declare ennemy to us and 

the country whoſoever ſhall be ſo imprudent and ma- Wt 


* 


lignant a fellow - ſubject, as to endeavour to draw us IF 


off from this Sanction by cheat and craft, ſecret plots 
or open violence, in order to intrude upon us Royal 
Deſpotiſme or Sovereignity, or, under the pretence 
and ſhow of Liberty, overthrow theſe Laws, which, 
when they corroborate a true and uſeful liberty , ſhut * 
the doors to licentiousneſs and confuſion : Whoſoever 
it may be, ſhall be puniſhed without mercy, accord- * 
ing to the plain Law of Sweden. We aſſure alſo, 
in virtue of our ſworn fealty and this Form of Go- 
vernment, that we ſhall keep loyal obedience to His 
Majeſty, fulfill His orders in all that is due and war- 
rantable before God and men, for Him to command. 
and for us to do, all rights being ſafe, that belong 
to Him & ourſelves , as it becomes faithful men and 
fubjects. 15 
Signed and ſealed in Stockholm the 21 day of 
Auguſt, in the year after the birth of Our Saviour 1772. 


For the Nobility. For the Clergy. 4 
A. G. LEJONHUFWUD AND. H. FORSSENIUS | 


h. t. Landtmarſhal, Speaker. 
(L. S.) (L. S.) 
For the Burghers. For the Peaſantry. 


JOH. H. HOCHSCHILD JOSEPH HANSSON 
In the place of the Speaker. Speaker. 
(. S.) G. 8.) 


All 


the lateſt times of the Þ 
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All This here above written We Ourſelves not 
only receive as a firm Fundamental Law; but 
e ordain likewiſe and enjoin all, who are bound to 
s and Our Succeſſors to the Reign, With fidelity, 
Hallegiance and loyalty, to acknowledge, keep and 

pbey this Form of Government. For the more cer- 
ainty, We have figned this with our own Hand, and 
auſed Our Royal Seal to be put hereunder, at Stock- 
Holm the twenty firſt day of Auguſt in the year after 
he birth of Our Saviour One thouſand, ſevenhun- 
ired and the ſeventy ſecond. 


: | GUSTAVUS. 


ON 


